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_Safe at last

Dereka“ Dudsnn is  helped aboard the ' after the sailboat accident in which her sail-
Charleston-based -submarine. tender USS " ing companion presumably was lost at sea.
Canopus-by HTFN({DV) Bill K. Gasseit. (Photo by PH2 Harrison)
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Tender rescue ends
sailor’s 5-day ordeal

As the powerful engines of °
the- Charleston-based ' sub-

marine tender USS Canopus

pushed the ship toward her,

Dereka Ded:see said that. the

- silhouette of ‘that “great
gray ghost,” heckl;ghted by

wonderful, beautiful and
awe inspiring thmg’ she had
ever seen.

After being taken abeard
the Canopus, Dodson
related a story that started
out as a pleasure trip and
ended in a nightmare.

The sailing craft ‘‘Demon
of Hamble” had successfully
completed -a transatlantic
vacht race and was enroute
from Newport, R.1., to Fort
Lauderdale, FIa '

Manned hy Dedsen end
the: vessel’s _owner, Angus
Primrose, .. both = from
England, t.he ea.lhng craft
stopped at’ Beaufort, NC
for sail repalre 7

Beauifort on Oct. 22, Dodson
said the wmd was barely
stirring, and the engine and

jib had to be used te mem- ;

tain steerage_ el

" 'The next day, (}ct 23 t.he
wind .began to-pick up and

- by :that night, Dodson: ea.td was aIready ewaeh.f e e T
anroee Iaunehed the m :

waves  were. towering over -
their vee_se! rAnd after com-

ing offa 9 to 11 p.m. watch,

she remembers telling her_
“I hope that’s:
the most adventerous thmg -

companion,

“I-have to do.”

A" short “time later, ehe"

the rising sun was the most . said, she was awakened. “I

got rolled up against the
hulk

{Primrose),
‘weather or was that us?" - -

“He decided to go up and

haye a look. As he opened
the™little doors to go on
‘deck; all of a sudden we went

over, and water just eame'

peurmg in, %
He said, ‘We're gemg
over,’ and the next thing I

'knew, ‘we were just sort of
-crewhng around on the ceil-

mg‘

“The boat turned over and -

- went through 180 degrees

':H'\'“rgwrna'

When the }racht ]eft“:-'- desi’erﬁtﬂy-_ﬂt the bulkheads.

and it stayed. nght there. It
didn’t right itself,” she said.
She - remembere them

thnmun]uun

attempting- to right the
yacht, “and - Primrose com-

menting that they may have _

tn swim for it.
~ After the }raeht. did nghl;

"flteelf the two made. their-

'way to the bow where Dod-

‘son mtmed thet the stem

ﬂatabIe hferaft “but.ii

*“1 said to him:
‘Was that the

became entangied with the ;
rapidly sinking yacht and in-
flated in an inverted position
under - the  bow. - He  im-
“‘mediately jumped over-
board and set to work free-
ing the lifeboat from the
yvacht.

.Dodson . remembers her
fnend yelling for her to jump
into the water, which she did

- .just as the yacht slipped
below. -the waves. As they
both held on to the inverted

raft, Dodson noticed a

mountainous wave descen-

_ding on them. ;

. She. slipped an arm
through one of the liferaft
lifting straps and helu on for
dear hfe RPN
__The gargantuan wave
swept Primrose free from
the liferaft. “He was just
holding .on with his hands
and he: gotswept _away,”
Dodson recounted.”'*He got

swept_away. 50 far, and the
“wind was’ “blowing ‘the raft
away and he’ just! eeuldnt
swim back.”. .- :

It was ht;mrs befere ‘she
could “get -the raft_ righted
and e even try te get into it,

~she said. She kept:clinging

“to the side'of the'raft trying
te regain eneughetreng*h to .
get. lIl 5 _.:. -_._ .. i

C-ontinued en Page 11




DEREKA DODSON

...Tender_
Continued from Page 1.

Then she said, “'I thought
I saw some white sharks-it
might have been my
imagination-and I decided 1
jolly well was not going to
be chewed up by a shark.”
And with the help of a wave,
she managed to get into the
raft. :

From late Thursday night.
Oct. 23, until shortly after 8
am. EST,-Oct. 28, it was

Dereka Dodson against the

elements.- . o

She’ ° spent  hours
spreadeagled in the bottom *
of the raft, making it keep
its shape as the water tried :
to buckle it,’and worrying as*
water and .small fish filled
the "space between the two
bottom “layers. of the rtaft.
She ate seaweed and drank
rainwater, ‘she said. Alseo,
she said, ‘I had two sips of
seawater in the murning and
two sips at night.'’

The raft capsized "several

right it - ‘w1thuut too much _
trouble.”
aimlessly in the Atlantic un-=

til' Monday, Oct. 28, when
she ~spotted the ‘Canopusi= years..
which ‘had been "out. on. a .

“<coutirie training cruise: = - :held on board,"Dodson’pro-

§  merer,

-but shel 'was abl-.: i

' “She “floated

.1

On board the Canopus, r.he
chief of the watch, DKC
Wilber Haftmann, asked the
-JOOD, Lt.jg) Eric Kem-
if the lookouts - had
reported an orange object in
.. the water several thousand
yards ahead. The JOOD
notified the officer of the
deck and the ship’s comman-
ding officer, Capt. Hugo E,
Marxer, who already was on
the bridge.

Bt S I et

Capt. Marxer decided to
investigate, and Canopus
closed on the contact.

In the raft, it appeared to

‘Dodson  that - the -Canopus -

was sailing away from her,
instead of to her, and she
ducked back under the cover
of the raft.

*Then I came out again
anc-I looked and I couldn't
see her at all, and 1
wundered if I had seen a
mirage,”” shetsaid. '

The raft had turned in the
water, and when it turned
back around, she saw the
Canopus again.

“1 waited until I could see

. -a bow wave, and when [ saw
<-the bow wave, I just went - i -

Trying toiletries,

udly .wore her Canopus tee-
shirt as she commented that
*1 would have been happy to
have been picked up by a
fishing. boat from China”

but could hardly believe her '

fortune in being rescued by
such a magnificent ship as
Canopus. :

Reports . from the : press
conference - were circulated
to . throughout the . United
States and Europe by the
TV networks and news wire
services. Part of the inter-
view was featured on- the
NBC Today show. -

~After spending-the night
at the Naval Regional
Medical Center, where she
was given a clean bill of
health, she departed Oct. 30
for Atlanta, where the
British Consul was making
arrangements for her
passage back to England.
She expects to resume her
dentistry practice after a
rest period.

As she bﬂarded the air-

craft in Charleston, now car-

‘souvenirs

. and clnl‘.hmg pmwded b:,r

down and cried. It was Such

-a rellef she =aid.

A lifeboat,
_Gan{:pusi crewmen_  BM3
"David - L. ' ‘Terrazas, EN3

Darryl W. Hall, SN Robert =~

N. Harris and HW2s Joel D=
Sapp and Charles St. John
Brockmann, was lowered,
:and Deodson and her r,-ifl: e
. were brought aboard.. :
When* Canopus returned s
to the:Naval-Weapons: Sta—
tion. Oct.: 29, -the ship was .
‘met by one of the Iargest
press ‘contingents-to” assem
ble fcbra s}up returni in recent

ii
1«*,4‘

Durmg a press cunference 3

manned h}r i-l-'('.l.\EIl':-'l:.‘ﬂ‘d that® for" SD].TI.'EGIIIE

3 fno .came aboard with very
11 ahe*wasleavmg mth a

care. m cee that the raft,
set,‘.urEf}' tied by a Canopus
crewmember,. was properly
‘checked thrﬂugh as h&r lug-
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“Dods=on he thought the Demon was goin

, Wains.

5-Day F ight e

- With The Sea

By FRED RIGSBEE'i g .

‘Special Assigments Editor

[ wag absolutoly determined that
the sea wasn't going to have me,”
36-year-old Dereka Dodson sald this
merning as she desertbed her [ive-
day ordesl alone on o Hie raft.

Miss Dedson, a dentist from Sus
sex, Bngland, was rescued about &
a.m, Tuesday by the Charleston-

huased submearine lender Canopus
about 180 iiles east-southeast of DODSON
Charieston

She ha heen deifting alone en a life rail since Thurs-
elay night « ben the sailitg boat she was on sank during a
slaren,. Her comparion oo the boal is missing and pre-
sumed drowned R i

Miss Dodson was mel on board the Canopus this
worning by the news media when the vossel arrived at
ihe Charleston Naval Weapons Station, -

She said thal she had set satl from Newporl, R.1., bound
tor Fort Louderdale, Fla., with the boz!'s owner, English
yachisman Angus Primrose, whom she described as a-
tvery, very good (riend . :

Primeose of Hampshire, England, is believed to have
provned oo the nipghit of the slorm, . :

M imrese ool M f.«- Dodson were geing to Fort Lauder--
dale Lo sell bis vessel, the Demaon of Hamble,

Tiey had sailed lo Annapolis, Md., where Primose left: f

his daughler. From there they sailed down the coast to
Beaufort, §.C., where they stopped for boal repairs.
Thev left Wednesday and proceeded south.

The sea was very calm Thursday until afternoon, Miss
Dodson sald, By lale in the evening the wind was up to 50

- mph the stas were monsterous, she sald.

She and Primrose wera below in the 33-foot sailing
craft when they fell the vessel make a strange move,
Waves washed over the vessel and Primrose lold Miss.
to overturn,

‘Tt did and they found themselves crawling around on
“the ceiling. .
Shortly afterward, the vessel righted itself and Prim-
rose predicted it would sink shorlly. They climbed onto
the deck and launehed a rubber raft, 1t became entangled
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at the how of the vessel and Prim-
rose cul the raft free. Miss Dodson

was swepl away [rom the raft but
- Primrose shouted to her lo swim as |
hard as she could to the ralt. She.

grabbed his hand and was pulled to
the rafl, which was upside down.

Thenn a huge wave washed over
them. Miss Dodson, who had crooked
ker arim through 2 s'rap on the raft
was able to hang on but Primrose,
who was helding on only with his
hands, losl his grip and was washed
away.

She shouted for . There was no
answor

Climbing aboard the rafl, Miss
Diobison was able to save a flare and
a couple of sponges, :

From then until Sunday she was
aoccupied with keeping the raft in an
upright position and bailing it oul.
The eponpes were the meost useful
things she had saved, Miss Dodson
Sl

“I refused (o pive up hope,” she.
sald, “'in soaved of dying.” i

The night belore she was rescued,
she spotted on the horizon a ship
sopne distance from her, She was:

" On Tuesday morning she heard the-

hesitant’ ta"use” her only flare to -
. signal the vessel, thinking it may be
too faraway. = 2ii o e e

molorsof al ship, which turned
_out to be the Canopus. She saw the
vessel from a’distance and didn't
know if those ahoard had sc¢en her,
Alter what to her seemed like a long
time, she. realized the vessel was
geiting closer. “‘I began to cry.” |
- During her:five days adrift the
‘'wouldn't” allow herself to think. of
negative thoughts, she sald. She kept
thinking of who she was going to.cal]
when'she got to shore.’,. & -
She slayved alive by eating seaw- .7
eed that (loaled by and sipping sea |
water in the morning and at night. |
When it rained *she- caught - some " 2
water: in ‘the cup of her hand and
Sdranlidigs. v SR
Miss Dodsen was in''‘amazingly: -
good : physical condilion' ‘when' she
was rescued, said the Canopus’ skin-
per-Capt. Hugo Marxer, J: 530 5
. Miss Dodson, who was clad ‘i a
Canopus T-shirt ‘and pants, wis
; puisqg' as she recounted her experis
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Whin asknd il

she =3id s

Primrose, what
had By since 15972,
was her Yo fitend, she nodded her
heond yes

She sl e w3 meake arranpe-

o

Mise Doduon s assisted aboard ‘the Clﬂnnpuu._{'

was golng sailing, Miss Dodson saki.
“1 think its a2 fantastic miracie™ .
she said describing her rescue.
She was scheduled (o be examined
gl the Mavy hoesnital todav o deler-




