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Bctson's Fight ing
Cortrurrurder Hap Goodnll, our exec, askecl

frit,nds in a PBY Srltuldron to fly ovcr the

olcl qill and see how shc lookcd. 
'I-hc 

rcport

""' 
n-c b,rcL, "Congr:itullrtiolls, CirmouHirge

Dcrfct:t. From irny altitucle, you are now a

ir.,uvy ct',tisc,r tr'f ing to hicle under tlvcnty-

s i r  tcntr is  ncts l "
' l ' l rc  

Japs thought so,  too.
Ou l)cccttr'ltcr trt'enty-r.rinth, an arnlor-

pit'rcing bourb slict'tl throtrgh all ffvc clccks,

i'rplrdcd otr thc prope'ller siltft ancl lilcrv

opot tlrc polvclt'r tllagitzirlcs. \\/c triccl to

lrLrck thc fire fr'otrt lcachirlg the lltrttttrttri-

tion. Ilxccpt Iol Lictttcuatlt Counrtaltclcr Al

Ilcclc's cllnragc-cotttrol party, cvcryonc l'lts

oxlcrccl top siclc to s'ait for thc final blast

lrcforc itb:urclorring ship. Iltrt thc scctrllcls

tickccl ofl-arrcl notliing happcnccl.
I,'irrally Iletlc's voicc cltttc ovcr thc iutcr-

conr. I'ou corrlcl fccl lrirlt grirmilrg. "'l 'hc:

rvonclcrlttl olcl gal, sltc prrt it otrt hcrsclf

rv i th sortc pt t t tc t t t rcc l  rvatcr  p ipcs!"
'l ' lrat 

rvirs ortr fitst tip-of[ that trIurttu-Sun

$,ils a ffghting lacly at hcart.
'.flircc 

clays lirtcr, a Jitp s<1uach'on cotu-

rntlclcr hclcl t higlilcvcl bontbilg class

r i gh t  i r r  o t t r  l i t p .  O r r r  I l r r k  l r i t t t t ' r i t ' s - l o t r t '
hrrnd-ffrcd ttid ltitltcl-opcratccl tlircc-inch
guus-bootttecl vicious lrursts ltmglily 10,(XX)

fcct urrclcr thc targct, \\'hcrt this in:tccttllrcy
rvrrs lrl>trgltt ttl his rtttcrtti<lu, I-icutcrllant
"llctl" Ottcr, thc gtrtrucry officcr, clrilvlccl,
" ' l  l ret 's  t t t r t l i t l t r t r t t  t ' i t t tgc.  \Vt '  ( ' : t l l ' t  c() l l tc

vt,r'y closc, lrut it strlc sounds loud, sir."

Sticks o[ fragrtrcrrtatiott ltorll>s lirlgccl us,
ptrncl i ing l to lcs in thc torvcl ing stack,
krrockir rg o l l  r ' t 'n t i la tors ancl  r r t i r l ing stccl  ou

thc rrppcr clccks. r\lalrtrt-Snrt, ptlckrnlrkccl

rLrrcl rrgl1,, sulkctl ancl ll<ttrrttlcrt'tl, lltrt tlicln't
g ivc r r1 l .  l t  cotr lc l  havc bcct ' t  t t t t tch lv<trsc.

N<rbody rr'as killccl ancl, altliongli tlic cltm-
irt{c \\'i ls ltt'rrv1,, l1 rvitslt't cttortgh t<l sinl< thc
olrl gal. Brrt, rvitli llutttu-Sutt tictl liltc a

tlccoy itr thc Corlcgiclor llyrvLry, lvc kncw

thert : ' t l  l re othcr  ra i t ls .
\\rlrr:n thc clc\v wils tttrtstcrccl, I glrvc'it

to thcm straight: "Ortr ot'clcrs arc to stly

L O d y  C o t t t i t t u e t l  l r o n t '  l t a g e  2 7

put. Unlcss wc cilll scll tl-re encmy tlut this

iast raicl hit the jrrckpot, wc \\'on't be illonnd

nuch auy urorc. On thc othel hal.rcl, no-

bocly's .oin' to rr'lstc bor.t.rbs on a dcsertccl
liulk, so rvc'll ttrrl into a Class A clerclict.
It's up to you spccialists to-uh-milke the

old girl Iook likc u rvrcck. Usc 1-ottr iutagiua-

t lons,
'I'hc 

lc-rt urolrtinlq, a slrb skipper rvho lvtrs

sncir l l i r rg i r r  for  f i r ra l  prot is io l l i t rg,  t r tok a

Iook irt llutttu-Sun through his periscopc

arrc l  c ] iokcd up.  I  th i r rk he said he sobbcd

irr rnt,ntuty oI ir tlcad hio,rcl. ,\Irtlra-Sart's

blilkcl iiglit suggcstcd Irc stop stalling
irlnrnd ancl uriikc frtst. Nothirtg cver looked

rnorc bcat-rtp. Ptrilt-sltop itltists ringcd lcirl

aurcl fakc shrapncl holcs rvith jaggcd black

scals. linpty, flapping clitvits gtve an illu-

sion of c[csolatiott-itu illtrsitln aiclecl by tltc

ship's tnglc, for, cvcry darvu, thc polt-sidc

bilgcs ancl tanks wcrc ptttrtpccl ftrll of sct-
'rvittcr to hc,cl hcr thc thirty-fotrr dcgrccs
ncccssilry to lay prtrt of thc htlll on saucly

lrottom. Snruclgc pots, ffr'cd at the itppxrirch
of Jap plarrcs, lclclccl tlic firrtl tor.rch. 

'l 'hc

ovc,r-all cll 'ect wirs so couvincirlg tlrat thc

cncnry igrxrtccl us trutil thc lrrst clal's ol thc

campaign, rvhcn fifth colrttttttists rcpoltcd

activity aboulcl. llrtt cvctt thcn, thc clive

bombcrs tnaclc or.rly fair-rt-hcnrtccl, sliglrtly

urr l rc l icv ing passcs.
Althougli we wcrc now rclativcly safc,

thc Jups tightcnccl thcir navul blockaclc, rurcl

thc last of ortl sttbuttrtittcs rvcrc ordclccl
fronr tlic areu, Icavittg l{atnn-San lvith

nothirrg to clo. Sourc sntall ships hacl reccnt-

ly rrritnagccl to gct tlrrough, rvhich inclicrrtccl
thirt rctrcirt rvas still possiblc, cspccially
with ftrll fucl bunkers. Oltviortsly, tlic tinlc
h:rd cornc to talk turkcy s,ith Naval Hcrcl-
quirrtcrs. Subjcct: r'cassignurcnt of l' luntu-
Srrrr to Australia, trIy rc<ltrcst for imnrccUtltc

clct:rchnrcnt was courplctcly logical ancl
convirrcing, Ntturrrlly, it rvtrs tttruccl dorvt.t.

"\\ili i lc ltct' appcar:tttcc ulity tlot llc itn-
prcssivc," rrur lrigh-r'ank rcnsoning, "Carut'

11-rrrs is currcntly the largcst naval unit at

hancl, and her disappearance rnight have a

bad cllect ou the moralc of our l:rnd forces."
"If it s'ould hclp, we can moutlt loucl-

spcirkcrs on the quartcrclcck and play

cjannecl patriotic mrtsic 
'rottnd 

the clock," I

ollcled helpfully. "Any othcr suggestions?"
Which rvas a rnistake. After a hurricd,

whispcrccl confcrence, they said, "One

norc. 
'furn 

in all your fr.rel tlil crccpt what

niglrt bc rc<luircd for short-r:tngc ilnchor-

rgc shift. \lake yoursclf uscful, if you can.

Alcl, Sackctt, rvc'r'c arvfrrlly busy, so if you

hnvc troublcs, tcll the chaplain."

f  d i ( I .  Cl t i rp l r r in \ lc \ lantrs wes a recog-

I  l izcd t ' ryr . ' r ' t  in  t l tc  wiur towing of  chaf [ .
"-tlrtrrrrr.t, thcy lvantccl ow fucl oil?" he

tskccl thoughtftrlly. "Isn't it ltrckl' thcrc was

no rucut i t tu of  thc c l icscl  o i l?"
'l ' lrnt 

rvrs ny boy. We cotrlcl follow orclers

ancl still lurvc rvit.tgs, prtlviclcd Enginccring
cotrltl itclitpt the llttrucrs itt orrl itncient

boilcrs to lruru the lifcbloocl of the long-
gr,ruc su'llnitrilrcs. Ilor uddecl insurancc, I

ii,rcl th",n start expcritncnting rvith special
grirtcs to harrdle corcl rvood; if Austrirlia wtrs

ovcrr'llrl by thc timo rve arrivecl, thcre was

ahvirys Little Anrcrica.
That all lay in tltc ftrttrrc, alrcl ottr current

problcrn hitcln't bccn solvc<l. ,\Inlrln-Satt' wtts

thcro to liclp, lrut how? It rvits it ul:rttcL ot

collcctivc rv<.rtttrdcd pridc, cspccially since

thc cnerrry and ortr owtr tcittn clicln't givc a

damn rvhitt wc clid. Wc deciclcd to stiut

a privatc USO. 
'Ihe 

lockcls rvcrc still

cnrnnrcd rvith frozcr"r food; thelc wcre

storcs of rttittor lrrrtrrics-toilct articlcs, can-

cly, cigarcttcs-ttsclcss now to oul submtl-
rincrs; tl,c liud rccrcaticln roonrs, cmpty

cabins with cleun-shcetcd lxrtlks ancl show-

crs. Wc q,clc in ltrtsincss. Slxlw lliz.
'l'hosc 

linirl rvccks h:rve itn ttrlrcill (lunlity

in nry tnctuory, sor.rtething likc t nightrnare.

Drrrirrg thc claylight houls, USS Cuno1ttts
just lay tltcrc, ot.tc urorc descrtcd, battered

hulk: but rvith the scttirlg sun, she came

alivc rvith n roar.
llckrw, lt clusk, the wilrdroolns begtln to

fill. Thcre was no tiurc limit. 
'l 'hose 

ofl-duty

coulcl stay fol thrce or fottr hottrs, drinking,
shooting the blccze irnd unwinding. Alrong

thc faithful wcrc Cotttmttnclcr Btrlkclcy and

his P'f boys-Wcrnuth, the "One-l\Itrn

Arnry of Batiratn," I\{ajor Wadc Cochrirne

and Ccneral Casey. Then thcre rvcrc Les

Girls. Thcy cart.ue rcgulurly, on clootors'
orlers. Overworked ancl exhtrusted Arrlly

and Nnvy nurses, tltey tricd so harcl to for-
gct bloocl antl tcurs atnd to rcmctnbcr they

\vcre wolnen. The rncss officer wls ltttrcked
by ficlce hcrds of cows cvcry time he set

foot ashore and, bcing clcacl set against
wirste, illways turned ovcr choice bits of
his kill to the galley. Fresh ffsh caure fron

nativcs, via short-fused dynanrite sticks,

But entertainment covered ir lot nlore than

the groaning board. Our chicf clrlw into

this bedlnm wers Nooia.
Nor-:'io was a forty-ffve foot sloop we'd

dragged oJI the rocks near Bataan. Patched

up, fitted with a new set of strils and an

ruxiliary engine scrounged from a wrecked
Dodge, the little yacht was slated to be our

entry in the Dunkirk Sweepstakcs il Cano-
pus couldn't make the ffnal break for free-

dom. But, until the chips went dorvn for

the ffnal play, Nooia stood at the disposal

of visitors, the ladies having ffrst call on
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talking l<xrclly tncl lighting cigtuettes' Nat-

r,rally,'.ve don't fall ir-rto their tlirp"'

ffi"y rverc ttlso convincecl that in spite of

the llattalion's str2lnge ttrctics, ther(' \\'cre

strong rcser'\,e forccs rvtriting to spril)g and

hclcl c,ff lt ntlior olfensive until this rtnknttrvn

folcc cotrld lle cvirlttirted. 
'Ihcir fruntic

pl t , l rcs l ret ' , t t r te dt ' t i< l t ' t l ly  cr l l t ' t ts iv t  u l t t ' t t

ii*ty botr.,*".1 \llrir.rcs lrrived lvith sonrc

hcitvy nlortirrs.

in his life, the crervs of the \Iickey \'Iouse

flotilla clecicled to acld a lar-rcling ptrrty'

, \1( , ,11(r-S(rn t r ie<l  t r l  Ple i tsc.
In the gray light of darvn, Goodrrll took

the ffrst 
':iraitlesldp" across eight rniles of

enemy-cotrtrolled rlpen setr. Fortunately,

Bulkclcy's chtrrts hird eirch mirior enemy

crrnccntlation itcc'-,rirtc'ly spottccl. "Othc'r-

rvisc'," f)<xrclall adrnittecl, "rve prol>ably

lvoultl nevcr huve fotrnd thetlr utrtil ulortar

shclls begtrn clropping like rain. Sitlce rve

t ' i r r t r c  zc ro i t t q  s t r a i g l l t  i r r ,  t h t ' y  l l t r t s t  l t i t ve

iungle, they reaclretl the coast road where

a battered tnrck took them back to Mama-

Scn.
By the n'riclclle of \{arch, we knew rve'd

had it on Bataan. Bulkeley took General

\ItrcArthur to Australia, and tl-re PT squad-

rons were sent otrt of the aretl' Otttnum-

bcrc'cl and pushed drry and night, the cen-

trrrl fror"rt ffnally crackecl. With manpower

lt l preuritttn, u'e trtrtred the Naval Bat-

titlion over to the Arnry, after promising

tlrcrn tlr:tt l[ttnutsan wouldn't snil away

u,ithout them. Satisffed, they lrarcl-red to-

rvard tlrc sotrt"td of the guns.

They u,ere the lucky ones. They had a

part in somethiug itnportant. 
'fhe 

rest of us

,-rboarcl r.ro.v rarlked rvith isolzrted Army

units iurcl the horclcs of clisplaced civilians'

Enerly rir superiority pinned us clown and

kept ,rny sliili fronl slipping irnchor ttnde-

tcctccl, evcn if we hacl Pen.trissiott to scranr

thc hcil otrt of there. Evcrl the R<^-k which'

tlrcorcticalll ', corrlcl hold up under a Jap
sicge, was closed to us; offfcial dispeltches

ma-rlc it clcar thirt the Corregidor popula-

tion lracl rc,trchc,cl its strppot'table nttuiimum'
'fhc 

tlrcaclccl ortlers-scuttle-clrt.tle almost

as an ittrtic'littrirx.

Just as tlre ltrst t.trooring lines were ab-out

to jrc cast off, the contnritucl phone shrilled'
'l ' lrc 

crploits of tl-rc l'-irst Naval Battnlion

an<l thri \Iickey \lottses hacl been brought

to his attcrttiolr, atlcl Gt'ltertrl \Vtrirrwright

hircl maclc it cotrttt'tiltrcl clecision: Corregidor

s,orrkl rvt'lcomc itllolrd the ingenious ffght-

irrg ntcn of USS Cttttoltus!
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At srrntlOwn of the fifth day, silcnt trncl thought Acltuiral Yiruarnoto hacl tL'ollpc<l

A . . ; ; ;  t . r rg6 l i t t lc  nr . l r r  , ,u i . , ' ,1  , , ' ,  t l t "  l t1 [or  r t t t  i t tsPct ' t io t t . . ln t l  t l rey carr lc  Drt t t t i t tg

;;"';;r'.1 .."ii, 
;ri," 

takc ovcr 111v11,, Joe. o.t'-practically stirncling irt attc'tion' It wils

Goocl iob." 
' 

gootl targct pl'acticc' of. cortrsc.''
"':i:i,.#"","." 

thc lrifty-scvt'nth Rcgimt'nt \\ihcn thcir ttnrutturition wits ttlurost gonc,

,rt il-,.: t",",^... eifipir',i i"u,,tr. 
'l 'hc 

bc- thcy sh.t .Ir- o.c l.st likcll-looki'g ctN'c,

gri,.tt,tl, tLrttcrc<I y"tf,,*, .-iii,.nrs fortttctl thcn thc l,rt,cling party hit thc llcach rvitl-r

i;,,k,r-,it,J'';r;r..1,."1 .l,,rr,r,'-B1l.lg.t', .,,".1- fixecl bayonets. A'll trvclve of thenr' 
'l-hey

rrxharrstctl, tnt of stcp, ritlictrlinrs, cxccpt Irettt'tl onc Japarrcse uraior irl Ir state ttf

i r i ' i i ' . , - ' r . ia"  in thci r^cy. .s , i .c l  t6t  sct  i , f  sh.ck,  otre snivel l ing.  se.gct l ' t ,  i r 'c l  thrcc '

thcir sl*rtrl<[c.r-. ,".".ulrnli--'ar'rrry ,ul,i.lt .u,,.,,.tt1.c1 priviltes. \Vhtrn u'orcl got itrtnucl

kncu, thlt lry l>trying p..,t'i,,,,t tinrc:, Bittaiur abotrt thc \lickey Nlortsc tlitrttrph' fcclt'rs

|atl |cc1 sr6,t,tl fr1;lr carly c6llttpsc. cirttl.' frot.tt offfcial sotrrccs; thcl' rvautecl
""Afii,".,gi 

tfic initial 
"i 

.,,r,f ir"u.lrh",,.l "in." 'Ihtrt night therc rvits anotlteL cclclrrir-

*,ls rvil.rccl otrt, tlrc Lltig, r'ttlucrilll lc coast- tiou'

linc n'rr^ririnccl. llulkclcy P-l' lxrttts cotrtitrttecl

to slrtsh itt clcstt'o1'cr-cscortt'c[ l>ttrgc flotillas,

i ; , , ; - ; , r ' ; r ly  ; , ; , , " ra 'c l , r  r ' , r i ts  anr l  s i rqrpl i , 's  g. , t  r1. t  hc '  Ja 's cont intred to bui ld .p t6c cr i t i -

i i , . . , , ,g i r - ' , . , , . i ,  , , . " "  
" r5, , . " ,  

1," . , , , i r . '  i , , . , , ,1-  I  
"a l  

a. i ' . . .  p i 'a l l1 ' ,  C. . r6 i 'cd l ' t t ' l l igc 'cc

".,r.Jrl'.-iir,,,its 
t. tlrc ,i""1, 

""u", 
tl,"t q,itlrrccl that its clispcrsccl units rvttrc scht'tl-

'.iif,ff.*f L.rrgrskaw,an tr,,ir,i. Siru,,l, kcpt thc ulccl to join- trp for'. thc l>r'cak-orrt rvitlrin

i j i : r ' i " , ,1 . r - , , [ ls l ror .c for  c{ lcct ivc gunnely,  t rvc,nt) ' - f i r t r r  hor, rs. ' l 'hc St lpt ' t ' t l lc  Cot l r t t t r t t tc l

;,;.i ,it.: t,,1r,,!r:,,1rlry u,,rtl.ll,,.cl-baiccl .rtii- t,sscti i ' ir t..ukcy r'r'ctrch, a'tl in tht'first

It,r1, trst.lcss. llrt i6 spitc o[ thc rlangr.r, thc conrbint'cl opcratiort of tlre rvar, thc ft'rv rt'-

situation rvotrlchr't lrt:c0tnc r.,rlly sei'iOt,s rttainitrg l'40s, . thc Filipin<1, Scottts iltrcl

r r . t i l  t l rc  sc i r t tcr t ,c l  uni ts fusccl .  i } rnr l l in"d I l t r lkc lcy 's PTs hi t .  s t laf fng platrcs c i t r t rc i t r

i,,,",f,r,,,i.a.'tt u'ls citllt 'r' lrtrsl' s'ith tttolc at tl 'cctop lcvcl' firllorvctl. by thc Scotrts'

;;,.;i;;;i ;;,,1,i.1 u, .r. cli.l,,;t i,rr'" ir h.'cly rt.cl thc P-'fs blastccl Iap relicf co'r'ovs 
'flrc

solr r t ion.  crrct r ty  lx t lkc- l tnc l  r i t t r  down thc stccp c l i f ls
""\i;., 

ll*f rr ciarcly. Aftcr srrcccssfrrlll or- to thcir cuvc ltitlc-outs. 
'frvo 

of orrr "birttlc-

giplizltrg orlr. owll n.1ri,, rn," sllr"a,[ tlrc sliips" rvcrc tltcrc, rcacly rrrld wtriting. By

rvrrrcl tlrat lltnttt-Sun *nli ,],,*^ preparcd latcl it{tc1no6r.r, wc w(:re i1 coltrol, llrtt llc-

t. lcrrcl-lctrsc a privatc u,,uy, 
".rn,p,rr".l 

,,f forc 
'firsk 

['-orcc Otrc clcrrled the Pt>int, foltr'

i;;,;' i i;.i;;-f;,,i u,,,t.,, I,,,,,r.'1,.,r. 
'l:lic gl,rd :rvc.gitg Jakc .clivc 

l>.url>ers c.me ortt of

t i< l ings t l ic ln ' t  cxci tc  i t t tyonc.  tht 's t ru to r t t tack '.' ' lr' l lrii; 
,;i tiri. 

"olcl-ih.,,,lclcr 
trcatnrcnt, 1'hcy_ concctrtrirtccl .on 

Gooclrtll 's lc:rtl

.r,,rL ,u, tlrc \lickcy \.lorrso battlcships N,ai lxlat. Glancing hits lurcl llcirr.nlisses rippccl

stlrtccl. 
^ 

hcl l>ottont' kill"d-tl.tt"tl <f lrcr crerv irtlcl
- 'i lr. 

finishccl rcsult wars rr crazy blcncl u,ounclecl four, incltrding thc skipper, whcl

.f lriti.g ch.irgon ship ,,,.,c1 th. licrrinruc ,t<xrk stcel splintcrs through lxfl-r anklcs'

*itl., ,...L1.,1 ir,,il"r ilai" aruror, a ki.g- S5c fo.glrt 6:rck sa'trgely' l ' spite of the

sizccl stt:cl ciur to plrvide th.r irtlnrsm,il little lloat's growir1g llst, Gunrlcr's \Iatc

rvith lirnitccl p.,rt"ction, irDcl rl rivctccl Kriurlll rvcclgecl himsclf- ilguinst the gtur-

.",,.*"l. t.,,,, t,,,,.ring ful. iiic c'\rosccl cngir-rc. rvitlc. He kcpt ffring until he blerv aqart the

\\,c scroungccl u,l"-pu,,,,J r,.,ir,ntniD 1rn"k scction leader and clied ttnder ir hdl of

grrns fLonr tlre Army tn ,..,r" ,,* rnain turit'cts, shells. \'{ickey \{ouse Two took over' Slug-

l,r.i fr",rr, thcur ltc,twccn the p'rt ar.rcl stirr- g.ing it .trt. toc to 
"k)e, 

she,dirm.$ed trvo of

ir,rora .iil 'r.chi'e g.rrs. \Viren r'r Ar.ry the atttlckcrs and forccd thenr to ntn' Cirs-

i;i.,l5t{.;i." 
"ul,,rr"l 

1.,rr',pl:rinrrl thtt he'il ualties ctrtle lshore on makeshift litters

'cvcr cvcn .""r-r ,. l"gitiri.r,il. l"p priso'er ancl, lftcr a tortured nrarch throug| the

ith the lirunclres scrving as tugs to

holcl thc lrtrll in grsition, loving hands

olrcncd tlrer setcocks. Thc Olcl Lacly settlecl

sli,rvly, alnrost gratc'fully, as -though sh-e

knew u,hat wirs <:xpectctl ancl approved'

\Ve wrritccl in chargcd silcr-rce until she'd
gonc-citch onc feeling sotnething of him-

self vanishing with that l>attered, ugly,

belrved hulk. It seeurs to us that otrr Old

Lacly's clcparture urarked thc elrcl of trn era
-likc t$,ilight of the Gocls.

It rvas strange: ils we chuggecl off to the

lbck, the rnoDtent shotrld htrve been one of

stirrk trtgcdy. Instend, there were grins'

Craclually I bcgan to understand. Tlle fact

that rvc 
'cottlcl 

no longer nctutllly see her

rrrcirrrt rt<rtlritrg, llecituse Lianta-Sun wasn't

going to bc written off-that easily. Sooner

irt l,it"., sorne Kishi-class destroyer wo,uld

cor.nc boiling rtp the chrrnnel, cut it too close

iurcl have her txrttom ripped out' It seemed

incvitlblc. Hadn't the Old Lacly always

fought it strictly or-r her own, in her own

woozy way? I bcgan to snlile, too. ' '
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"NoP'
"No!"
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