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PERPETUATTON OF TESTTHONY OF
RTCHARD ALPHONSE DENNTG
ENSTGN SC, USN 487224

My nawe is Richayd A, Demnig, Wy permenent homs adivess is 119
feet Fourth Street, Shakopee, Ninnesota, T am now 25 years old., T
enlisted in the U, 8, Navy in July 1938 and went to the Asiatie Fleet
for duty, T served aboard the USS CANOFUS (Sub-tender) from February
1939 until the war started in December 1941. T returned to the United
States on the 9th of September 1945. T re-snlisted in the Navy and am
now on duty at the U, 5, Naval Centsr, Farregut, Tdsho.

When T left the USS CANOPUE, T served on Batasn until the fall,
8 April 1942, and then T went to Corregidor for duty, T stayed aboard
that {sland until the final surrender, 6 May 1942, Thers T was taken
prisoner by & unit of the Japanese Army end Havy and was held aboard
the island for a perifod of approximately three weeks when T was moved
& landing barge to Hanila, F.T, There T was forced to march about
miles through the city of Hanfls in what T believe was a victory
parade for the Japsnese., Our finsl destination was Bilibid Prison in
Hanila where T stayed for three deys. Then T was transferred to Cabe
anatuam Prison Camp Nusber 3, whers T stayed for about five monthe,
During that time T saw only ono incident that T thought was wrong.
Either three or four men (T don't reeall how many for sure) were shot

were led out to their graves and shot., A proclamation was issued by the
comp compander (Japanese) that 1t was dome to serve ss a warning for the
rest of the prisoners., JNany men in that camp died of dysentery and disrrhea,
due to lack of medicul treatment, fThe Japanese in that camp refused to give
us sny sort of medical treatment at all, T do not remember the names of

any of the Japenese guards §n that eamp.
T

wag then put aboard an old ecattle boat of the Japsnese and taken to
UMEDA BUNSHO, UMEDA, OSAKA, JAPAN, The entire trip laated about three
wocks, Yo were confined to the holds of the ship, There was not enough
room for all the fellows ir the holds to sit down at once, much less lie
down during the night, Tollet faciliiies were provéded by buckets given
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He wos somewhat better im hie command until he made warrant officer
and then he turned for the worse, He knew of the many times that the
men were beaten and slapped and did nothing to prevent 1t, even

watehing the procesdings at limes,

Mﬂaummmm«uwnmwaﬂmwmm*mw.
Tt was during hs command that red cross bowes started teo arrive from
the States, He wos forever giving parties, ete., for all his girl
frionde and used the red cross supplies to do 1t with, They would have
lote of saki to drink and while they were drumk, for their girl friends
enjoyment, they wonld call out soms American prisener that they sald had
mmmﬂhuﬂm. uummammtanhamwm&m
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Then he was relieved by a Lieutenant who was very military but just
&8 the Japanese go, ls fssuwed an order that the Americans would not be
beaten or slapped unless authorized by him and he was very feir to all
of us, We were still Lesten quite Crequently only out on our warious
work detauils; not In cemp,

WMnMuummla'inIM« Of all the wen that hed
originally :rMuptMu approximately 130 of them had died due
to meloutrition and disease, éwr.v t4mo mmnmphmma over
MMWMrmm,m:mmumitmﬂ prisoners
the next day. We were not furnished u«m adequate aireraid shelters the
entire time we were in Japan,

%o wore then transferred to another camp at Teurugs, Japan, Here we
wore agein placed under command of "The Fig". Ve losded and unlosded
ships and box cars, We then got a new group of guurde, some of whose nick
 npamep were ap follows: "The Emperor® who used belts and belt buckels to
beat usj "S4401 Arve" who had o dead nerve in hie &tm.uﬂhnm
beat ue with 4% and never feel 1t himeself, e is

mens' ear drums and broke blood wvessels in their cheeks, Here 1t was

again that the Japanese had partiee on the red eross food that the Americans
had sent to Japan for our relief, All this time in Japsn we were troubled
with fleas and lice and were given nothing by the Japenese to get rid of
the pests, e were not even given any soap to keep ourselves clean., We
had to stesl everything we wanted., OFf course every time we got esught, we
wore seversly punished. Ve were bombed out by the American planes sbout
two months before the end of the war, None were hurt very severely but
our home wap burned to the greund, They them put us in the warehouse right
on the dock, Our Americen camp commender tried to argue with the Japanese
easp comsandey about the quarters we were furnished and how % was againet
Tnternstional Law keoping us guartered on the target like that, “The Pig®
“told him there were no other quarters available for our use, ¥e stayed in
%ﬂm&hmtwubmﬁmmﬁmhmmihamtﬂmwum
blown out of there too,
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